
The second volume offers dozens of new haunting 
ethics cases describing ethical complexities 
confronted by patients, families, and clinicians. 
Chapters describe the emotional and humanistic 
aspects of the practice of clinical ethics with cases 
written in accessible language suitable for clinicians 
and bioethicists at all stages of their careers.
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This new edition offers detailed, compelling and 
engaging stories of haunting aspects of complex 
ethics consultations involving patients and their 
families. Exploring the emotional and humanistic 
aspects of the practice of clinical ethics, the 
cases are written in accessible and rich language 
appropriate for clinicians, bioethicists, and students.
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Clinical ethics consultants navigate dilemmas 
across patient care, public health, and healthcare 
policy. Issues span from the beginning to the 
end of life, complex discharges, employment of 
novel technologies, and visitation restrictions. 
The second edition relays the narratives of 
fraught, complex consultations through richly 
detailed cases. Authors explore the ethical 
reasoning, professional issues, and emotional 
aspects of these impossibly difficult scenarios. 
Describing the affective aspects of ethics 
consultations, authors highlight the lasting 
effects of these cases on their practices. 
They candidly reflect on evolving professional 
practice as well as contemporary concerns and 
innovations while attending to equity and 
inclusivity. Featuring many new chapters, cases 
are grouped together by theme to aid teaching, 
discussion, and professional growth. The book is 
intended for clinicians, bioethicists, and ethics 
committee members with an interest in the 
choices made in real-life medical dilemmas as 
well as the emotional cost to those working to 
improve the situations. 

Complex Ethics 
Consultations
Cases that Haunt Us
VOLUME 1

2N
D EDITION

VOL 1

Paul J. Ford specializes in ethical 
challenges in neurological diseases 
and directs the NeuroEthics 
Programs at the Cleveland 
Clinic Foundation with a faculty 
appointment in the Case Western 
Reserve Medical School, Cleveland. 
He has performed more than two 
thousand ethics consultations and 
authored more than one hundred 
publications.

Denise M. Dudzinski is Professor 
(Joint) in Bioethics & Humanities 
and Pediatrics, Division of 
Bioethics & Palliative Care at the 
University of Washington School of 
Medicine, Seattle. She is Director 
of the Ethics Consultation Service 
at UW Medicine and Director of 
Organizational Ethics at Seattle 
Children’s Hospital.

“Professors Ford and Dudzinski have brilliantly capitalized on the pedagogical 
value of these musings and edited a volume that will enrich teaching in the 
seminar room or at the bedside.”

Joseph J. Fins, MD, D.Hum.Litt. (hc), MACP, FRCP, E. William Davis, Jr., MD Professor of 
Medical Ethics and Chief of the Division of Medical Ethics at Weill Cornell Medicine, and 
Chair of the Hastings Center Board of Trustees. Author of Rights Come to Mind: Brain 
Injury, Ethics, and the Struggle for Consciousness.

Cover images:
Digital brain: Floriana / E+ / Getty Images
Digital heart: Floriana / E+ / Getty Images
Doctor and patient: Hispanolistic / E+ / Getty Images
Pregnant woman: Oscar Wong / Moment / Getty Images
Waiting room: Edgar Barragan Juarez / Moment / Getty
   Images
MRI: Derek Berwin/ The Image Bank / Getty Images

Cover design by Zoe Naylor

FORD & DU
DZIN

SKI
Com

plex Ethics Consultations

Clinical ethics consultants navigate dilemmas 
across patient care, public health, and healthcare 
policy. Issues span from the beginning to the 
end of life, complex discharges, employment of 
novel technologies, and visitation restrictions. 
The second edition relays the narratives of 
fraught, complex consultations through richly 
detailed cases. Authors explore the ethical 
reasoning, professional issues, and emotional 
aspects of these impossibly difficult scenarios. 
Describing the affective aspects of ethics 
consultations, authors highlight the lasting 
effects of these cases on their practices. 
They candidly reflect on evolving professional 
practice as well as contemporary concerns and 
innovations while attending to equity and 
inclusivity. Featuring many new chapters, cases 
are grouped together by theme to aid teaching, 
discussion, and professional growth. The book is 
intended for clinicians, bioethicists, and ethics 
committee members with an interest in the 
choices made in real-life medical dilemmas as 
well as the emotional cost to those working to 
improve the situations. 

Complex Ethics
Consultations
Cases that Haunt Us
VOLUME 1

2N
D EDITION

VOL 1

Paul J. Ford specializes in ethical 
challenges in neurological diseases 
and directs the NeuroEthics 
Programs at the Cleveland 
Clinic Foundation with a faculty 
appointment in the Case Western 
Reserve Medical School, Cleveland. 
He has performed more than two 
thousand ethics consultations and 
authored more than one hundred 
publications.

Denise M. Dudzinski is Professor 
(Joint) in Bioethics & Humanities 
and Pediatrics, Division of 
Bioethics & Palliative Care at the 
University of Washington School of 
Medicine, Seattle. She is Director 
of the Ethics Consultation Service 
at UW Medicine and Director of 
Organizational Ethics at Seattle 
Children’s Hospital.

“Professors Ford and Dudzinski have brilliantly capitalized on the pedagogical 
value of these musings and edited a volume that will enrich teaching in the 
seminar room or at the bedside.”

Joseph J. Fins, MD, D.Hum.Litt. (hc), MACP, FRCP, E. William Davis, Jr., MD Professor of 
Medical Ethics and Chief of the Division of Medical Ethics at Weill Cornell Medicine, and 
Chair of the Hastings Center Board of Trustees. Author of Rights Come to Mind: Brain 
Injury, Ethics, and the Struggle for Consciousness.

Cover images:
Digital brain: Floriana / E+ / Getty Images
Digital heart: Floriana / E+ / Getty Images
Doctor and patient: Hispanolistic / E+ / Getty Images
Pregnant woman: Oscar Wong / Moment / Getty Images
Waiting room: Edgar Barragan Juarez / Moment / Getty
   Images
MRI: Derek Berwin/ The Image Bank / Getty Images

Cover design by Zoe Naylor

June 2025

December 2025

PRE-ORDER NOW


